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Robert M. Nelson, Jr. 
Manager 
DOE, 

Attn: D. P. Simonson 

Reference: R. M. Nelson Itr (1 1004) to F. R. Dowsett, .Mercury Spill, 
December 21, 1990 

This correspondence addresses the environmental concerns regarding the future 
management of the Building 222 mercury spill area south of Building 124. 

A letter dated December 21, 1990 from R. M. Nelson, Department of Energy (DOE), to F. R. 
Dowsett, the Colorado Department of Health (CDH), indicates that DOE considers the 
Building 222 area to be a Solid Waste Management Unit (SWMU), although soil samples 
collected at the site do not exceed the Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) 
mercury standard of 0.2 mg/L. Therefore, EG&G will post the area as a SWMU, or 
Individual Hazardous Substance Site (IHSS). The spill site will be designated IHSS #218, 
and it will become part of Operable Unit Number 10 (OU 10). EG&G plans to remove the 
barricades, plastic sheeting and sandbags from the site, The excavated area (2 feet x 8 
feet) will be backfilled with clean fill to remove the safety hazard. 

Environmental Management (EM) will report this spill in the "Historical Release Report", 
per Attachment 2, section I.B.5 of the Interagency Agreement, and a "Notification", per 
Attachment 2, section 1.8.3, which states "Whenever a newly identified or suspected release 
of hazardous substances occurs or is discovered, it may be added to one of the sixteen 
existing Operable Units (OUs) or it may become another OU, as agreed to by the Parties to 
the Agreement." 

MMlN RECGaD 

i ,./ 3 



Robert M. Nelson, Jr. 

91-RF-4177 
Page 2 

_ _  .__^ . . . . . . .. .-, . -. . __ ~ ._ .-- - -- --- - . . . . . - -. .. -. .. . 

Please inform EPA  and CDH of our plans. Implementation is scheduled August 1, 1991 * I f  
you have any questions concerning this action, please contact T. C. Greengard at 
extension 7121 or J. P. Koffer at extension 5949 of Remediation Programs. 
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